A bioassay method for studying factors stimulating erythropoiesis using as recipient the mouse with a functionally active erythron.
This novel bioassay method basically differs from the conventional plethoric mouse assay in the timing of the onset of induced polycythemia relative to the administration of the substances that are being tested. While the latter measures the regenerating action of erythropoietin at a time when erythropoiesis is virtually absent, the method here described evaluates the stimulatory action(s) required to maintain the normality of the process. This fact opens new approaches for studying factors involved in the quantitative govern of erythropoiesis in the steady state.